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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 



The following listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims 
in the application: 

Listing of Claims: 

1- (Currently Amended) A carl for transporting objects, said cart comprising: 

a base structure upon which the objects may be disposed, said base structure 
having posterior and anterior ends and opposing first and second sides; 

a pair of first wheels mounted to the base structure and disposed toward a first 
side of the base structure; 

a pair of second wheels mounted to the base structure and disposed toward a 
second side of the base structure; 

a housing mounted to the base structure and at least partially defining an Interior 
channel, said housing extending in a longitudinal direction of the cart and being 
disposed midway along a width of the cart; 

an elongated tongue adaptod for oonnoction to anothor cart , said tongue havino 
an inner end and an outer end, said t o noue inner end being continuouslv boino at least 
partiaHydisposed in the channel while said tonoue outer end being adapted for 
connectio n to another cart, said elongated tonoue a nd-beino movable between a 
retracted position, wherein a majority of the tongue is disposed inside the channel, and 
an extended position, wherein a majority of the tongue is disposed outside the channel; 
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a tonguo lock opparatuo that is oporab l o to l ook tho tonguo in tho cxtondod and 
rotroctod poo i t i ons, oaid tonguo lock apparatuG bo i ng aotuatod to unlock the tonguo and 
ther e by pemiit oakl tonguo to move b e tween th e retraotod and oxtondod pooitions; and 

an actuator, said actuator having a proximal end and a distal end, said actuator 
proximal end beino received in the housing and connected to the elongated t ongue 
inner end, said a nd having a a ctuator d istal end being d isposed laterally outward from 
the housing and the base structure so as to be a t a position that is accessible for an 
operato r on said first side of said base structure . 

wherein , when oaid tonguo look apparatus i s aotuatod to unlock tho tonguo, , said 
actuator distal end is engaged and manipulated by the operator to move the tongue 
between the retracted and extended positions. 

2. (Original) The cart of claim 1 , wherein the actuator is movable along a linear 
path between a deactivated position and an activated position, wherein movement of 
the actuator from the deactivated position to the activated position moves the tongue 
from the retracted position to the extended position. 

Claims 3-4 (Cancelled) 

5. (Previously Presented) The cart of claim 2, wherein the actuator includes an 
elongated extension rod, said rod extending laterally outward from the tongue at about 
a right angle from the tongue , wherein the actuator is spaced below the base structure . 
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Claims6-7 (Cancelled) 

8. (Currently Amended) The cart of claim 75. wherein the actuator includes a 
foot plate having a planar contact surface disposed perpendicular to the longitudinal 
direction of the cart. 

9. (Original) The cart of claim 8, wherein when the foot plate is in the activated 
position, the foot plate is disposed proximate to a front one of the first wheels, and 
when the foot plate is in the deactivated position, the foot plate is disposed distal to the 
front one of the first wheels. 

10. (Original) The cart of claim 9, wherein the foot plate has an outermost 
vertical edge that is disposed inwardly from an outermost portion of the base stmcture 
on the first side of the base structure. 

1 1 . (Original) The cart of claim 10, wherein the outermost vertical edge of the 
foot plate Is disposed laterally outward from the first wheels when circumferences of the 
first wheels are aligned. 

Claims 12-13 (Cancelled) 

14. (Previously Presented) The cart of claim 5, wherein the base structure 
comprises a frame having first and second side bars at the first and second sides of the 
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base structure, respectively, said first side bar having at least one slot formed therein, 
said at least one slot extending in the longitudinal direction of the cart, and wherein the 
actuator is mounted to the first side bar so as to be movable along the at least one slot. 

15. (Previously Presented) The cart of claim 14, wherein the extension nod 
extends through the at least one slot and is secured to the actuator distal end on a 
laterally outward side of the at least one slot. 

16. (Previously Presented) The cart of claim 15, wherein the first side bar 
comprises a bottom wall joined between a pair of opposing inner and outer side walls, 
wherein the at least one slot comprises a pair of aligned slots fomied in the inner and 
outer side walls, respectively, and wherein the actuator distal end (s disposed adjacent 
an outer surface of the outer side wall and covers a portion of the slot fonned therein. 

17. (Original) The cart of claim 16, wherein the aligned slots are partially 
defined by interior front and rear edges of the inner and outer side walls, respectively, 
and wherein the interior froril edges determine the activated position of the actuator and 
the Interior rear edges determine the deactivated position of the actuator. 

1 8. (Original) The cart of claim 1 7, further comprising a roller through which the 
extension rod extends, said roller being supported on the bottom wall of the first side 
bar, between the inner and outer side walls of the first side bar. 
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10. (Original) The cart of claim 18, wherein th actuator comprises a block- 
shaped pedaL 

20. (Previously Presented) The cart of claim 2, wherein the actuator includes a 
cable that connects the actuator distal end to the actuator proximal end. 

21. (Cancelled) 

22. (Currently Amended) The cart of claim 2420, further comprising vertically- 
extending first and second posts disposed at opposing front comers of the cart, 
respectively, said first post having a vertically extending slot formed therein, said slot 
being partially defined by interior top and bottom edges of the first post, and wherein 
the actuator is mounted to the first post for movement along the slot. 

23. (Original) The cart of claim 22. wherein the interior top edge determines the 
activated position of the actuator and the interior bottom edge detenmlnes the 
deactivated position of the actuator. 

24. (Original) The cart of claim 23. wherein the actuator comprises a grip and a 
connector body, said grip being disposed adjacent an outer surface of the first post and 
covering a portion of the slot, and said connector body being disposed inside the first 
post. 
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25. (Original) The cart of claim 24, wherein a first end of the cable is connected 
to the connector body, Inside the first post, and a second end of the cabi is connected 
to a rear portion of the tongue. 

26. (Original) The cart of claim 25, further comprising a plurality of pulleys 
around which the cable extends, said pulleys changing the direction of the cable at least 
twice. 

27. (Original) The cart of claim 26, wherein the plurality of pulleys comprises a 
first pulley mounted to the first post so as to be rotatable around a horizontal axis and a 
second pulley mounted to the base structure so as to be rotatable around a vertical 
axis. 

28. (Original) The cart of claim 27. wherein the first pulley Is disposed inside the 
first post and the second pulley is disposed inside the base structure. 

29 (Cancelled) 

30. (Cunrently Amended) A cart for transporting obj ects, said cart comprising: 
a base stmcture upon which the objects mav be disposed, said base structure 

having posterior and anterior ends and opposing first and second sides: 

a pair of first wheels mounted to the base structure and disposed toward a first 

side of the base structure: 
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a pair of second wheels mounted to the base structure and disposed toward a 
secondsideof the has structure: 

a housing mounted to the base stmcture and at least partially definino an interior 
channel, said housinc extending in a longitudinal direction of the cart and being 
disposed midway along a width of the cart: 

an elongated tongue adapted for connection to another cart, said tonoue being 
at least partially disposed In the channel and being moyable between a retracted 
position, wherein a maiority of the tonoue is disposed inside the channel, and an 
extended position, wherein a majority of the tonoue is disposed outside the channel: 

a tonoue lock apparatus that is operable to lock the tongue in the extended and 
retracted positions, said tonoue lock apparatus being actuated to unlock the tonoue and 
thereby permit said tonoue to moye between the retracted and extended positfons: and 

an actuator, said actuator haying a proximal end receiyed in the housing and 
connected to the tonoue and hayino a distal end disposed laterally outward from the 
housing at a position that is accessible for an operator. 

wherein, when said tonoue lock apparatus is actuated to unlock the tonoue. said 
actuator bein g operable, up on engagement and manipulation by the operator, is 
engaged and manipulated by the operator to moye the tonoue from between the 
retracted position to the and extended position positions. 
The cart of claim 1 , w herein the housing comprises a bottom wall haying a roller 
opening fomned therein, wherein a first roller is mounted to the bottom wall and at least 
partially extends through the roller opening, and wherein a second roller is mounted to 
the tongue, and wherein the tongue is moyably supported aboye the bottom wall of the 
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housing by the first and second rollers. 
31 - 46 (Cancelled) 

47. (New) The cart of dalm 30, wherein the actuator is movable along a linear 
path between a deactivated position and an activated position, wherein movement of 
the actuator from the deactivated position to the activated position moves the tongue 
from the retracted position to the extended position. 

48. (New) The cart of claim 47, wherein the actuator includes an elongated 
extension rod, said rod extending laterally outward from the tongue at about a right 
angle from the tongue. 

4g. (New) The cart of claim 48, further comprising front and rear structures and 
first and second side structures secured to the base structure and extending upwardly 
therefrom, and wherein the actuator is spaced below the base structure. 

50. (New) The cart of daim 49. wherein the actuator includes a foot plate 
having a planar contact surface disposed perpendicular to the longitudinal direction of 
the cart. 

51 . (New) The cart of claim 50, wherein when the foot plate is in the activated 
position, the foot plate is disposed proximate to a front one of the first wheels, and 
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when the foot plate is In the deactivated position, the foot plate is disposed distal to the 
front one of the first wheels. 

52. (New) The cart of claim 51 , wherein the foot plate has an outermost vertical 
edge that is disposed Inwardly from an outermost portion of the base stmcture on the 
first side of the base staicture. 

53. (New) The cart of claim 52, wherein the outermost vertical edge of the foot 
plate is disposed laterally outward from the first wheels when circumferences of the first 
wheels are aligned. 

54. (New) The cart of claim 47, wherein the base structure comprises a frame 
having first and second side bars at the first and second sides of the base structure, 
respectively, said first side bar having at least one slot fomied therein, said at least one 
slot extending in the longitudinal direction of the cart, and wherein the actuator is 
mounted to the first side bar so as to be movable along the at least one slot. 

55. (New) The cart of claim 54, wherein the extension rod extends through the 
at least one slot and is secured to the actuator distal end on a laterally outward side of 
the at least one slot. 

56. (New) The cart of claim 53, wherein the first side bar comprises a bottom 
wall joined between a pair of opposing inner and outer side walls, wherein the at least 
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one slot comprises a pair of aligned slots fornied in the Inner and outer sid walls, 
respectively, and wherein the actuator distal end is disposed adjacent an outer surface 
of the outer side wall and covers a portion of the slot formed therein. 

57. (New) The cart of claim 56, wherein the aligned slots are partially defined by 
Interior front and rear edges of the inner and outer side walls, respectively, and wherein 
the interior front edges determine the activated position of the actuator and the interior 
rear edges determine the deactivated position of the actuator. 

58. (New) The cart of claim 57, wherein the actuator comprises a block-shaped 

p dal. 

59. (New) The cart of claim 30, wherein the actuator includes a cable that 
connects the actuator distal end to the actuator proximal end. 



^qjfi"^ (New) The cart of claim 61 , further comprising vertically-extending first and 
second posts disposed at opposing front comers of the cart, respectively, said first post 
having a vertically extending slot formed therein, said slot being partially defined by 
interior top and bottom edges of the first post, and wherein the actuator is mounted to 
the first post for movement along the slot. 



activated position of the actuator and the interior bottom edge determines the 





(New) The cart of claim 59, wherein the interior top edge determines the 
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deactivated position of the actuator. 

^%T! (New) The cart of daim 60, wherein the actuator comprises a grip and a 
connector body, said grip being disposed adjacent an outer surface of the first post and 
covering a portion of the slot, and said connector body being disposed inside the first 
post. 

'6ir(New) The cart of claim 61 , wherein a first end of the cable is connected to 
the connector body, inside the first post, and a second end of the cable is connected to 
a rear portion of the tongue. 




lew) The cart of claim 62, further comprising a plurality of pulleys around 



which the cable extends, said pulleys changing the direction of the cable at least twice. 

f6^r (New) The cart of claim 63, wherein the plurality of pulleys comprises a first 
pulley mounted to the first post so as to be rotatable around a horizontal axis and a 
second pulley mounted to the base structure so as to be rotatable around a vertical 
axis. 

<6^(New) The cart of daim 64, wherein the first pulley Is disposed inside the 
first post and the second pulley is disposed inside the base structure. 

(New) The cart of claim 1. further comprising a tongue lock apparatus that is 
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operable to lock the tongue In th extended and retracted positions, said tongu lock 
apparatus being actuated to unlock the tongue and thereby permit said tongue to move 
between the retracted and extended positions, wherein said actuator is adapted to be 
manipulated by the operator to move the tongue between the retracted and extended 
positions only when said tongue took apparatus is actuated to unlock the tongue. 



f€7. (New) The cart of claim 66, wherein the actuator includes an etongated 
extension rod, said rod extending laterally outward from the tongue at about a right 
angle from the tongue, wherein the actuator is spaced below the base structure, and 
wherein the actuator Includes a foot plate having a planar contact surface disposed 
perpendicular to the tongitudinal direction of the cart. 



..68: (New) The cart of claim 66, wherein the base structure comprises a frame 
having first and second skle bars at the first and second sides of the base structure, 
respectively, said first side bar having at least one slot fonned therein, said at least one 
slot extending in the longitudinal direction of the cart, wherein the actuator is mounted 
to the first skJe bar so as to be movable along the at least one slot, and wherein the 
extension rod extends through the at least one slot and is secured to the actuator distal 
end on a laterally outward side of the at least one slot. 



^fS^. (New) The cart of claim 66, wherein the actuator includes a cable that 
connects the actuator distal end to the actuator proximal end, said cart further 
comprising vertically-extending first and second posts disposed at opposing front 





16 
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comers of the cart, respectively, said first post having a vertically extending slot formed 
therein, said slot being partially defined by interior top and bottom edges of the first 
post, and wherein the actuator Is mounted to the first post for movement along the slot, 
and wherein the interior top edge determines the activated position of the actuator and 
the interior bottom edge detenmines the deactivated position of the actuator. 
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